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Surgical approach to advanced

rectal cancer: Ileo-rectal
anastomosis, abdominoperineal

resection, and proctectomy. This
paper discusses the three surgical
approaches to advanced rectal
cancer. Different techniques and
their advantages and disadvantages
are described. Ileo-rectal




anastomosis should be performed
with the surgeon's aim 1n mind to
guarantee an anastomosis of
adequate quality. The important
criteria for an adequate
anastomosis are: the absence of
tension at the anastomosis and the
ability to suture at the floor of the
pelvis. Anastomosis of the rectum
with the stapling technique 1s
mandatory. Complete mesorectal
excision 1s not mandatory in the
resection of locally advanced
tumors. However, 1n the case of
tumors extending into the lateral




pelvis and where infiltration of the
internal 1liac vessels or malignant
peritoneal implants 1s evident, the
operation should be altered to
abdominoperineal resection in
order to obtain a better chance of
sphincter preservation. In all other
cases, abdominoperineal resection
should be associated with a
defunctioning colostomy. In
patients with a tumor that 1s
probably too advanced for
complete resection,
abdominoperineal resection, with
or without colostomy, or total




proctectomy may be considered as
alternative surgical
options. Visiting the Bay Area
During the Great Recession If you
are planning a visit to the Bay
Area during the economic
downturn, take a moment to
consider whether you will be
atfected. The Bay Area’s economy
has generally been 1n good shape
over the past few years. In
contrast, 1t 1s probably fair to say
that the entire nation 1s in a
recession now. On our Peninsula,
real estate 1s down, retailers have




not been helping business and
unemployment 1s the highest it has
ever been. In the South
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